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In March, the Auditor 
sponsored fraud protection 
training for county employees 
that was facilitated by the 
Auditor of State’s Office.  Wood 
County was one of the first 
counties in the State to offer 
such training. 

The Office accepted the 
Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting 
from the Government Finance 
Officers Association. Since 
1996, the County has earned this 
prestigious national award that 
recognizes conformance with the 
highest standards for preparation 
of state and local government 
comprehensive annual financial 
reports.

The Office assessed 75,036 
parcels of real property with 
a taxable value of over $3 
billion. Special assessments 
for waterlines, sewers, ditches 
and other services were also 
collected with the real estate tax 

The Auditor serves as the County’s chief fiscal officer and appraiser. He prepares financial reports, acts 
as payroll agent and reviews and pays all County bills. The distribution of real and personal property tax 
settlements to the subdivisions and the distribution of local government funds are also the responsibility 
of the Auditor. An agent for the Ohio Department of Taxation, the Auditor sells vendor’s licenses. He is the 
sealer of weights and measures and is also secretary of the Budget Commission, Board of Revision and Data 
Processing Board.

duplicate and distributed to all 
appropriate local governmental 
units.  Whenever property 
is sold, a deed is brought to 
the Auditor to convey taxable 
ownership before being 
recorded. In 2016, 4,517 such 
conveyances were processed, 
encompassing 7,000 individual 
land parcels, which generated 
$1,466,246. These funds were 
forwarded to the County’s 
General Fund and the Economic 
Development Fund.

Implemented in 1974 as 
a tax saving program for 
Ohio’s farmland, the Current 
Agricultural Use Value (CAUV) 
program brought a tax savings 
of more than $3 million to 
landowners last year. A total of 
318,785 acres in the County are 
enrolled in this program.

Ohio’s Homestead Exemption 
program provided 9,768 
residents (those aged 65 and 
older, or permanently disabled) 

Auditor

Michael Sibbersen

with property tax relief, and 
saved taxpayers enrolled in 
the program $4,402,787. The 
program allows senior citizens 
and permanently and totally 
disabled Ohioans to reduce 
their property tax burden by 
exempting $25,000 of the 
market value of their home from 
all property taxes. For 2016, 
the income cap was raised to 
$31,500, and excludes social 
security benefits received. 

Dog license sales consisted 
of 19,423 regular licenses, 475 
three-year licenses, and 64 
permanent licenses.  A total of 
104 kennel licenses were also 
sold. The online registration of 
dogs remained a popular option, 
with 6,625 licenses utilizing this 
method. 

The Weights and Measures 
division inspected 671 
commercial scales, 1,418 gas 
pumps and electronic scanners 
for retail and wholesale use 

and investigated consumer 
complaints.  In cooperation with 
many other Ohio counties a gas 
pump scanner sweep for illegal 
skimming devices was conducted 
in September. 

The Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) Department 
supported residents, businesses 
and governmental units by 
providing GIS parcel data and 
custom maps for more than 130 
individual requests. The GIS 
Department provided analysis 
to assist in the 2017 sexennial 
appraisal.  Structure photos were 
also added to the on-line real 
estate information. 

The Office offered two 
websites, one for general 
information and the other for real 
estate information and mapping, 
along with a Facebook page.   

The Auditor is authorized to 
perform his duties under Section 
319, 322, 323, 5701-5743, et al. 
of the Ohio Revised Code.

The Treasurer oversees the receipt and disbursement of funds for the County and collects taxes for the County, as 
well as for the schools, municipalities and townships within the County. The largest source of revenue is generated 
through real property taxes.  More than 18 area financial offices serve the County as real estate tax payment sites.  
Qualifying taxpayers may utilize an available escrow program or delinquent tax repayment program.  The Treasurer’s 
Office also collects taxes on mobile homes and inheritance. The Treasurer serves on the Budget Commission, Board 
of Revision and Data Processing Board in addition to her duties as Investing Authority for the Investment Advisory 
Board and is authorized to perform her duties under Section 321 and 323 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Treasurer

During 2016, the Office 
collected $185,861,457.36 in 
real estate taxes. Manufactured 
home taxes totaling $774,027.77 
were also collected.

Payment for real estate tax by 
credit card, with a convenience 
fee attached or through 
automatic withdrawal from bank 

accounts remained popular 
with constituents. During 
2015, 496 taxpayers utilized 
the automatic withdrawal plan 
and 504 taxpayers participated 
in the monthly automatic 
withdrawal plan. Information on 
how to enroll in the automatic 
withdrawal is available on the 
Treasurer’s website. Change of 

address and remission of penalty 
forms, as well as real estate tax 
information are also accessible 
online.  

Investment income for the 
year totaled $1,211,312.14.  
All investments made by the 
Treasurer’s Office were fully 
collateralized and sufficiently 
liquid to enable the County to 

meet reasonably anticipated 
operating requirements.

Following Treasurer Engle’s 
announcement that she 
would not seek a fifth term as 
Treasurer, Jane Spoerl was 
elected in the November General 
Election to serve effective 
September 4, 2017.   

Jill Engle
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The Clerk of Courts maintains the records 
of Common Pleas Court, issues motor 
vehicle and watercraft titles and serves 
as Clerk for the Sixth District Court of 
Appeals.  By statute she is a member of 
the Data Processing Board and Records 
Commission.  

Clerk of Courts
   Legal CASES and Documents Filed    (Partial List)

Cases Appealed to 6th District Court of Appeals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  72

Domestic Relations Cases Filed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              424

Domestic Violence Civil Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            138

Civil Stalking/Sexually Oriented Offense Protection Orders . . . . . . . .         142

Foreign Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             2

Domestic Cases Reopened  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  266

Foreign Judgment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                           3

Criminal Cases Filed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       651

Civil Cases Filed (Includes 206 Civil Foreclosure Cases) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 712

Land Foreclosure Cases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      80

Judgment Liens Filed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    1,527

State Tax Liens Filed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     1,584 

Foreign Judgment Liens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Executions Filed (Aid & Writ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Debtor Exams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             28

Garnishments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            232

Publications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              125

Writs of Possessions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        19

Total Number of Judgment Entries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         14,748

Notary Commissions Filed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   424

Passport Applications Accepted  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              226

Criminal Investigations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      12

Search Warrants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          112

Coroner’s Reports Filed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      88
  Legal Disbursement Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $2,352,353.02

General Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $370,829.80

Legal Research Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  $8,694.55

Computerization Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $109,545.00

Computerization Fees from Collections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    $2,411.61

Reimburse Court Diagnostic Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $3,581.86

Mediation Costs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    $50,341.85

Fines Paid to the County  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $90,483.76

Fines Paid to the Law Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $750.00

Statutory fees paid to non-Wood County entities . . . . . . . . . .          $135,125.72

Funding Shelters for Victims of Domestic Violence . . . . . . . . . .         $13,189.57

Fees Paid to Adult Probation Supervision . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 $12,284.34

Fees Paid to the Sheriff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $136,580.58

Fines Paid to the Sheriff  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $7,705.71

Interest Paid to General Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $899.56

Fees Paid to Appraisers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               $44,700.00

Indigent Application Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $2,690.20

Sundries – includes, but not limited to: bond refunds,   
deposits less costs or deposits in whole refunded,  
court ordered civil, domestic and criminal disbursements  
(i.e. restitution) and appropriation disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . .             $1,362,538.91

The State of Ohio worked to transition titling information to a 
shared, statewide, secure virtual server, eliminating the need for local 
servers in each of Ohio’s 88 counties.  Along with the virtual server, 
the State implemented new software to process all of Ohio’s vehicle 
and watercraft titles. As a result, all Title Office staff underwent 
training beginning in June. A set of five training modules were 
released per month, and all five modules had to be completed by 
each employee before the next set of modules were released the next 
month. This process went on for five months. The Office also received 
hardware upgrades including the installation of new computers 
and Driver’s License scanners. All upgrades were installed and 
successfully implemented January 3, 2017.   

The Legal Office explored electronic filing options to allow faster 
and more secure methods for documents to be submitted by attorneys 
on behalf of their clients. A contract for this service was signed at the 
end of 2016, with implementation scheduled for 2017.  

The number of cases filed continued to rise, particularly in the 
felony criminal and domestic relations areas.  

The duties of the Clerk of Courts are authorized under many 
sections of the Ohio Revised Code.

 Title DOCUMENTS Processed

Auto Titles, Duplicates & Memo Titles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      73,358
Motor Vehicle Mortgages Recorded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        18,314
Salvage Titles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            226
Penalties (for not transferring titles timely)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   3,550
Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                            6,595
Affidavits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                             20,450
Manufactured Home Archives Recorded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        535
Boat titles, Duplicates and Memo Titles  
  (includes charged replacement titles) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       1,426
Watercraft Mortgages Recorded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              342
Watercraft Affidavits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       140
Watercraft Penalties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       704
Watercraft Registrations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  1,028

Cindy Hofner

  Title Disbursement Totals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $23,288,803.61

Clerk of Courts 
Certificate of Title Fund Receipts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      $808,825.04
County General Fund (Unclaimed Affidavits) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   $0.72
State of Ohio Motor Vehicle and Watercraft 
Casual and Dealer Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $22,261,718.60
Certificate of Title Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $184,683.25
Watercraft Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     $3,774.00
Watercraft Registrations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              $29,802.00
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Court Constables are the primary law enforcement 
officers at the Courthouse Complex. They are 
responsible for the safety and security of the courts, 
employees and the visiting public. They also manage 
the systems that monitor fire, panic and intrusion 
alarms, as well as those that control access to the 
buildings. The department also maintains a website 
to provide the public with information regarding the 
Courthouse Complex, including parking information. 

Court Security
Thomas G. Chidester, Chief Court Constable

The Court of Common Pleas, General Division, 
adjudicates felony criminal case; all civil actions 
including those arising out of automobile accidents, 
product liability claims, real estate matters, and 
contract disputes; administrative appeals, such as 
those in the areas of workers’ compensation and 
unemployment compensation; and appeals from 
certain local governments.  The Court also adjudicates 
divorces, dissolutions, the allocation of parental rights 
and responsibilities, as well as child and spousal 
support enforcement and modification.  The Judges 
oversee the Grand Jury, which determines if, based 
upon the evidence presented by the Prosecuting 
Attorney, probable cause exists to charge an accused 
with a felony criminal offense. If the Grand Jury 
so finds, they return an indictment, advising the 
accused of the nature of the charges.  The matter 
then goes before the Court for further proceedings. 
The Judges supervise the Adult Probation and Court 
Security Departments and appoint and supervise the 
Jury Commission.  They also appoint members to 
the Veterans Service Commission, Public Defender 
Commission, Law Library Resources Board, and the 
Wood County Public Library Board. The Court of 
Common Pleas operates under Title 23 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

During 2016, Judge Pollex served as Presiding Judge and represented 
the Court on the Judicial Advisory Board for the NorthWest Community 
Corrections Center.  Judge Kelsey served as Administrative Judge and 
represented the County on the Maumee Watershed Conservancy District 
Court.  Judge Mayberry served as Court Security Judge. 

The Court continued to assist families going through divorce with 
an online parenting seminar and the Changing Families program which 
are centered on the children going through this transition.  Parties 
are utilizing the Family Matters Mediation program as an alternative 
to litigation to try to resolve their issues in an efficient and effective 
manner.  The Court continued to provide wallet-sized cards to petitioners 
granted a civil protection order, providing a convenient, practical way to 
verify and enforce such orders with local law enforcement. 

Cases continued to be referred to mediation by all divisions of the 
Court with 173 such referrals occurring in 2016.  Approximately 78 
percent of the cases referred were resolved without further court 
proceedings.  

Judge Pollex retired on December 31 after nearly 32 years on the 
bench, 18 of which were with the General Division.  Matt Reger was 
elected to the bench in November for the term beginning January 1, 
2017.  

Court of Common Pleas 
General Division

The Adult Probation Department, under the authority 
of the Court of Common Pleas, conducts pre-sentence 
investigations for purposes of sentencing, and supervises 
felony level offenders placed under court-ordered 
supervision. 

Robert C. Pollex 
Courtroom 1

Reeve Kelsey  
Courtroom 2

Alan R. Mayberry 
Courtroom 4

Adult Probation
Joni Bretz, Director 

2016 ADULT PROBATION STATISTICS
Pre-sentence investigations conducted.............................................. 294
New offenders under department supervision................................... 344
Offenders supervised.....................................................................   1,101
Individuals terminated from supervision............................................ 357
Drug tests conducted....................................................................... 2,163
Work Release program participants....................................................... 9
Offenders placed on Intensive Supervision........................................ 101
Offenders placed on Electronic Monitoring........................................ 129

2016 COURT SECURITY STATISTICS
Registered magnetometer walk-throughs.......................................124,233
Prohibited items held.........................................................................10,353
Incident reports filed.................................................................................29
Public escorts..........................................................................................216
Subjects taken into custody by request of Adult Probation...................112
Tours conducted........................................................................................16

2016 COURT OF COMMON PLEAS STATISTICS
Cases Completed	 2,475
Pending Cases	 966 
General Civil Cases Completed	 850 
Domestic Relations Cases Completed	 1,006 
Criminal Cases Completed	 619 
Notary Public - New Applications 	 148 
Notary Public - Renewal Applications	 294
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The Wood County Law Library, operating under Section 
307.51 et seq. of the Ohio Revised Code, serves the legal 
information needs of the courts, government and citizens. 
The governing board, the Law Library Resources Board is 
composed of five members - two appointed by the County 
Commissioners, and one each by the Municipal Courts, 
Common Pleas Court and the Prosecuting Attorney. The 
print collection includes Ohio primary sources: statutes, 
regulations and cases as well as legal encyclopedia, 
treatises and practice materials with an emphasis on Ohio. 
Online databases provide access to federal and other 
states’ law.

LAW LIBRARY • Bev Wagener, Law Librarian

The self-help computer was utilized by 152 people who 
visited the Library to print divorce, dissolution, or other domestic 
relations forms.  Although legal advice cannot be obtained at 
the Law Library, the staff can assist in helping to find forms and 
information. 

Throughout the year, more than 570 people visited the Library.  
In addition, the Library received 139 phone calls and 25 emails 
seeking information.  The Law Library is open to the public during 
regular Courthouse hours. 

The Wood County Health District works to prevent 
disease, promote healthy lifestyles and protect the 
health of those living in the County.

In May, the Health District was accredited by the Public Health 
Accreditation Board, making the District one of only a few in Ohio 
and across the nation to reach this goal. 

The Community Health and Wellness Center developed plans 
to add a dental health center to its list of available services.  The 
project is scheduled to go out for bid in 2017.  

The Health District worked with agency partners to develop a 
three year plan which identified the most important health issues in 
the County:  decrease obesity, increase behavioral health services, 
decrease violence and bullying, and increase access to healthcare.  
Also completed was a new strategic plan with priorities and goals for 
the next four years. This included updating the mission, vision, and 
values and beliefs statements. Both of these plans may be viewed on 
the Health District’s web page. 

The 11 member Board of Health, in addition to appointing the 
Health Commissioner, assumes the responsibility of overseeing the 
Wood County General Health District’s activities to provide for the 
protection and promotion of health for those living in and visiting the 
County. 

HEALTH DISTRICT 
Ben Batey, RN, MPH, Health Commissioner 

The Planning Commission administers policy concerning zoning regulations, land use issues and residential, commercial and 
industrial subdivisions. The staff approves parcel splits, assigns rural addresses and issues floodplain development permits. 
They also administer the County’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program and the Community Housing 
Improvement Program (CHIP).  The Planning Commission is also responsible for revising and promoting adherence to the 
Wood County Comprehensive Land Use Plan and assisting townships and villages in their local zoning programs.

be presented to the County 
Commissioners for their 
approval in March of 2017.  

The Commission heard and 
reviewed 12 rezoning requests.  
Of these requests, five involved 
text changes to current zoning 
resolutions in Middleton, 
Troy, Center, and Liberty 
Townships. The remaining 
requests involved the rezoning 
of existing lands in Middleton, 
Liberty, Perrysburg, and Lake 
Townships.

Community Housing 
Improvement Program (CHIP) 
funds were used to assist 
low and moderate income 
homeowners in Wood County 
with emergency repairs and 

In 2016, the consulting firm 
of McBride, Dale, and Clarion 
developed an update to the 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
designed to provide a guide to 
growth throughout the County, 
as well as actions that can 
be taken to ensure growth 
is managed as logically as 
possible.  The firm worked with 
staff and a steering committee 
to conduct public open houses to 
gather comments and concerns 
from residents.  Surveys were 
created and distributed, and 
all political subdivisions and 
social service agencies were 
interviewed independently to 
gather comments and concerns.  
The plan is complete and will 

2016 PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIVITY
Minor parcel split transactions	 175
Total acres in minor parcel splits	 2,992
Transactions split from existing lots	 122
Transactions combined with existing lots	 53
Residential subdivisions approved	 5
FY16 CDBG PROJECTS AWARDED FOR COMPLETION IN 2017
North Baltimore ADA improvements for park restroom: 	 $35,500
Bradner waterline improvements:	 $50,000
Walbridge ADA improvements to senior center	 $36,500
Sanitary sewer taps countywide:	 $40,000

improvements to their homes. 
The County was awarded 
$800,000 in CHIP Funds for the 
fiscal year 2016 program.  

Grant funds from the 
fiscal year 2015 Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) were used to repair 

and improve an existing water 
main in Bradner, ADA sidewalk 
improvements in the Haskins, 
and ADA sidewalk improvements 
in North Baltimore. 

The Planning Commission 
operates under Chapter 713 of 
the Ohio Revised Code.

PLANNING COMMISSION • W. David Steiner, Director










